% Educating, Engaging, Empowering

Welcome to Minnehaha County 4-H!

Welcome to 4-H! You have enrolled or have expressed interest in enrolling in one of the greatest
youth development programs in the nation. In fact, with 6.8 million youth involved nationwide, 4-H
is the largest out-of-school educational program in the country.

The purpose of this packet is to give you an overview of the opportunities and resources available to
help your family have an incredible experience in 4-H. The 4-H program is a very large program and
opportunities are so vast that sometimes it may seem overwhelming when you are new. Please
keep in mind that your family’s 4-H experience can be tailor made to suit your needs and/or
interests. Our program has nearly every type of workshop, project, contest, trip, conference, camp
or activity you are interested in. Our volunteer club leaders and 4-H educators are here to help you
navigate the opportunities and match them to your child’s interests and needs!

The local 4-H office is located in the SDSU Extension Regional Center at 4101 W 38™ Street, Suite
103. Our office hours are Monday-Friday, 8:00am-5:00pm. If you’d like more information or have
any questions that this document does not answer feel free to drop in, email us at
minnehaha.county@sdstate.edu or call us at 605-367-5655.

Parent or Guardian Roles in 4-H

First and foremost, 4-H is a family program — a place where parents and their children can learn and
grow together. In 4-H, you, as the parent or guardian, are very important. You are always invited and
encouraged to participate in all 4-H club activities. We recognize every family’s schedule is different
and you may not be able to attend every club function, but there are many ways that you can
contribute to your child’s 4-H group.

We do ask that regardless of how you choose to participate that you do follow two guidelines. First,
children 5 to 8 years old should always have a parent or guardian attend 4-H meetings and events
with them. Horse club and shooting sports club members should always have a parent or guardian
present at practice, regardless of age. Second, parents and guardians need to provide contact
current contact information, including an active email address, when registering their child each
year. This ensures that club leaders and the county 4-H office can share importation information
about 4-H events and opportunities with your family in a timely manner.

How is Minnehaha County 4-H Organized?

The 4-H program is part of the United States Department of Agriculture and the Cooperative
Extension System of state land-grant universities. In South Dakota, South Dakota State University
provides oversite of the 4-H program as part of its federal duties as a land grant university. The
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Minnehaha County Commission budgets money to help support the operations of the Minnehaha
County 4-H program. Both the county and SDSU employ the Minnehaha County 4-H staff that work
alongside certified 4-H volunteers to organize and facilitate the 4-H program. These staff and their
email addresses are listed below.

Aubrey Anderson, SDSU 4-H Youth Educator, aubrey.anderson@sdstate.edu
Nathan Skadsen, SDSU 4-H Youth Educator, nathan.skadsen@sdstate.edu
Beth Schley, Minnehaha County Administrative Assistant, minnehaha.county@sdstate.edu

Who can be in Minnehaha County 4-H?

Youth who are at least 5 years old by January 1 of the current 4-H year are eligible to join 4-H. The
4-H year runs from October 1% to September 30™". Youth may continue to participate until they are
18 years old on January 1% of the current 4-H year. Some contests and opportunities in 4-H are not
open to children between 5 and 7 years old. Please reach out to the county 4-H office if your child is
in this age range and we can explain what events and contests they can participate in.

Although 4-H has a strong connection to the rural and agriculture communities, you do not have to
live on a farm to be in Minnehaha County 4-H! We have several clubs that meet in town and focus
on community service, visual arts, STEM, and more.

How do | enroll in Minnehaha County 4-H?

It is quite easy to get involved in the 4-H program. All you have to do is contact the 4-H office in your
county to find out the possible clubs you can be a part of in your community. We encourage you and
your family to visit a club meeting before joining. After contacting our office, we will share a packet
that gives more information about our 4-H clubs so you can decide which one might best fit your
family.

After finding the best club fit for your families, you will enroll in 4-H using the online enrollment
website called 4-H Online. The web address is v2.4honline.com. Once there you will create an
account that you will then use to enroll your children as Minnehaha County 4-H members. Reach
out to the Minnehaha County 4-H office for more information about how to complete this process.

Contact:

Thanks again for your interest in the Minnehaha County 4-H program! If you have any additional
questions or would like any more information, please contact us at the following.

Minnehaha County 4-H Office Address: 4101 W 38™ St, STE 103, Sioux Falls, SD, 57106
Phone Number: 605-367-5655
Email: minnehaha.county@sdstate.edu
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