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2026 4-H ACHIEVEMENT DAYS SCHEDULE 

Friday, May 1st Minnehaha County Horse Show and Achievement Day 
Registration Opens  

Sunday, May 31st                             Deadline to Enroll in 4-H Online  

Monday, June 1st Deadlines for Youth Horse Literacy, , Animal Enrollment in 4-H 
Online, DNA Envelopes due to Minnehaha County Office  

Tuesday, June 2nd  Registration for South Dakota State 4-H Horse Show Opens 

Thursday, June 11th  Registration Deadline for Minnehaha County 4-H Horse Show 

Tuesday, June 16th  Minnehaha County 4-H Horse Show 

 8:00 am  Vet check for horse show and check in 

 9:00 am  Horse Show begins 

 Thursday, June 18th  South Dakota State Fair Registration Opens 

Wednesday, July 1st Deadlines for Youth Livestock Literacy Completion and South 
Dakota State 4-H Horse Show Registration 

Wednesday, July 8th Minnehaha and Lincoln County 4-H Special Foods Contest at 
Lennox High School 

Saturday, July 11th Minnehaha County 4-H Fashion Review and Public Presentations 
Contest at the Minnehaha County 4-H Office 

Monday, July 13th to 15th South Dakota State 4-H Horse Show in Huron, SD 

Wednesday, July 15th Minnehaha County 4-H Achievement Days Registration Deadline 

Sunday, July 26th Snack Stand Clean Up and Expo Building Set Up at W.H. Lyon 
Fairgrounds 

Friday, July 31st  Static Exhibit Judging at the Expo Building 

 7:00 to 11:00 am Expo building open for static exhibit drop off 

 8:30 am  Judge and volunteer orientation 

 9:00 am to 1:00 pm Static exhibit judging 



Conference judging will take place between 9:00 and 11:00am. All exhibits must be 
checked in by 11:00am.  

Saturday, August 1st  State Fair Entry Deadline 

Monday, August 3rd  Achievement Day Horse Show at W.H. Lyon Fairgrounds 

9:00 am  Vet check for horse show and check in 

 10:00 am  Achievement Day Horse Show begins 

5:00 pm  Roping events check in 

Tuesday, August 4th  

7:00 am                Livestock check in begins, 4-H office is open at fairgrounds 

12:00 pm                Livestock check in ends. Market animal weigh-in begins.  

 1:00 pm Market animal weigh-in ends.  
Companion Animal Show in Expo Building 
 

 3:30 pm  4-H Poultry Showmanship in 4-H Rabbit Barn 

 4:00 pm 4-H Poultry Show in 4-H Rabbit Barn 

Wednesday, August 5th 

 9:00 am 4-H Swine Show in Livestock Arena 

 11:00 am 4-H Beef Show in Livestock Arena 

  Fashion Review and Clover Bud Show and Tell 

 4:00 pm 4-H Dairy Show in Livestock Arena  

Thursday, August 6th  

 8:00 am 4-H Sheep Show in Livestock Arena 

 9:30 am 4-H Goat Show in Livestock Arena 

 11:00 am 4-H Rabbit Showmanship in 4-H Rabbit Barn 



11:30 am 4-H Rabbit Show in 4-H Rabbit Barn 

 2:00 pm 4-H Round Robbin Contest and Achievement Day Awards in 
Livestock Arena 

Livestock may check out following the completion of the Round Robin Contest and Awards. 

Saturday, August 8th 

 9:00 am Minnehaha and Lincoln County 4-H Dog Show in Lennox, SD 

Sunday, August 9th 

 1:00 to 3:00 pm All static exhibits need to be picked up at W.H. Lyon Fairgrounds 
Expo building. Premium money will be forfeited for any 4-H static 
exhibits taken from the Expo building before scheduled time.  

Friday, August 28th  State Fair exhibits can be dropped off at the Minnehaha County 
4-H office. 

Monday, August 31st  State Fair exhibits can be dropped off at Minnehaha County 4-H 
office.  

New for 2026 Minnehaha County 4-H 

Late Entries and Missed Deadlines Policy 

Starting this year, the South Dakota 4-H office has adopted the policy of no late or missed 
deadlines. This means that if you miss the sign-up deadline for a state 4-H event, you have no 
recourse to still participate in that event.  

We will be adopting a similar policy for Minnehaha County 4-H this year. Participation in 
Minnehaha County Achievement Day events requires registration by the July 15th deadline. 
This will include static exhibits, livestock shows, and the achievement day horse show. 
Exceptions for missing this deadline will only be made for families that are in their first year of 
4-H or families that reach out to the Minnehaha County 4-H office to ask for an extension 
prior to July 15th. Families that miss the registration deadline will be unable to participate in 
achievement day competitions.  

Static Exhibit Paperwork 

If a 4-H exhibitor is planning to conference judge their static exhibits, they do not need to fill 
out the additional static exhibit display form. The static exhibit display form is required for 



static exhibits that will be dropped off and not conference judged. All exhibits that will be sent 
to State Fair will require the static display form. The display forms and scorecards can be 
found online at https://extension.sdstate.edu/state-fair.  

Registration for Minnehaha County Achievement Days 

Registration for Minnehaha County Achievement Days will be done on Fair Entry from May 1st 
to July 15th. Registration must be completed by 11:59 pm on Wednesday, July 15th. The 
Minnehaha County Achievement Day registration can be found online at 
https://fairentry.com/Fair/SignIn/23953.  

Display exhibit cards for all static exhibits are required unless you conference judge and the 
forms can be found online at https://extension.sdstate.edu/state-fair.  

County Only Static Exhibit Areas 

These are county only project areas. Exhibits shown in these areas will not be eligible to go on 
to the State Fair and do not allow you to qualify to send static exhibits to the State Fair. 
 
Cake Decorating – 4-Hers may decorate and display a cake for Achievement Days.  This will 
be judged strictly on decorating and appearance, not taste.  This category can be found under 
Display Exhibits, Foods & Nutrition (County Only) in Fair Entry. 
 
LEGOs – 4-Hers may exhibit in the LEGO project area. LEGOs may be entered into one of the 
following lots, Original Creation or Kit. This category can be found under Display Exhibits, 
LEGOs (County Only) in Fair Entry.  
 
Livestock, Other – Any non-live animal livestock related exhibits that do not fit in any other 
category. (Ex. leather goat harness). This category can be found under Display Exhibits, 
Livestock (County Only) in Fair Entry. 
 
Horticulture, Other – Any horticulture exhibits that do not fit in any other category. (Ex. dried 
beans, fairy gardens). This category can be found under Display Exhibits, Horticulture, 
Gardening, & Landscaping (County Only) in Fair Entry. 
 
Eggs, Other – Any eggs produced by poultry/fowl other than chicken (ex. quail, duck). 
This category can be found under Display Exhibits, Poultry & Eggs (County Only) in Fair Entry. 
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County Only Livestock Exhibit Areas 

As a reminder, all livestock animals must be shown by a 4-H member who has the 4-H age of 
at least 8 years old.  

10062 –BABY BEEF CONTEST: 4-H members may exhibit a baby beef calf. These may be beef 
heifers, beef bulls, or beef steers born after January 1st of the current year. Exhibitor’s animal 
will be judged and given an appropriate ribbon placing.  

10063 – BABY BEEF SHOW BACK CONTEST: Previous year baby beef entries may be entered 
in this special return class.  Classes will be split by sex. 

10064 – BEEF COW/CALF CLASS: 4-H members who are keeping brood cows for breeding 
purposes may exhibit the cow with her calf born after January 1st of the current year. It is not 
required that the cow be a former show heifer which the member exhibited at past 
Achievement Days, although this is still preferred. Both the cow and calf must be halter 
broken. The exhibits may be brought in to the fair on the day of the show or they may stay for 
the entire Achievement Day run according to the exhibitor’s preference. 

10065 – CLUB PEN OF THREE-BEEF: A pen of 3 is made up of 3 steers or 3 heifers from the 
same club. This may be comprised of 3 baby beef animals. 3 club members will act as 
showmen. 

10066 – DAIRY BEEF/DAIRY INFLUENCE CLASS: Any 4-H member may exhibit a dairy 
influenced steer born after January 1 of the current year.  Dairy influence can consist of a 
purebred (Holstein, Jersey, etc.), or a dairy crossed with a beef (example: Holstein crossed 
with an Angus).   

10067 – BRED AND OWNED BEEF: To qualify for these classes, a calf MUST BE BORN and 
RAISED by a cow OWNED by the 4-H member or someone else in the immediate family 
(mother, father, brother, sister) that resides at the same address.   

10071 - PEN-OF-THREE LAMBS: This class may consist of 3 uniform market or breeding 
lambs and are exhibited by three 4-H members. The class may be comprised of 3 males, 3 
females or a combination or males and females. 

10072 – BRED AND OWNED SHEEP: To qualify for these classes, a lamb MUST BE BORN and 
RAISED by an ewe OWNED by the 4-H member or someone else in the immediate family 
(mother, father, brother, sister) that resides at the same address.  



10091 – PEN-OF-THREE GOATS: This class may consist of 3 uniform market or breeding goats 
and are exhibited by three 4-H members. The class may be comprised of 3 males, 3 females 
or a combination or males and females. 

10092 – BRED AND OWNED GOATS: To qualify for these classes, a goat kid MUST BE BORN 
and RAISED by a doe OWNED by the 4-H member or someone else in the immediate family 
(mother, father, brother, sister) that resides at the same address.  

Livestock Exhibit Rules and Reminders 

Certificate of Veterinary Inspection (CVI) – All live animal exhibits require a signed CVI that 
is current within 30 days of the animal arriving at the fairgrounds. 
 
Bedding – You will need to bring your own wood shavings bedding which is the only bedding 
material to be used for the Sioux Empire Fair Livestock stalls. 
 
Class Assignment – After animals have been checked in and assigned a class, they cannot 
be moved to a different class.  
 
Show Order – Show orders will be determined by Livestock Superintendents and 4-H 
Educators and posted prior to the show. 
 
Barn Cards – 4-H exhibitors should identify their livestock exhibits with special barn cards 
available in the Livestock Superintendent’s shed or the 4-H Office located on the west end 
of the livestock barns. These should be posted in the exhibit area with staples. Members 
need to provide their own staple guns. 

Round Robin Showmanship Contest 

All Senior Showmen will have the opportunity to compete for the Grand & Reserve 
Champion Round Robin Showmanship. Each participant will have three minutes to show 
an animal and then rotate to another animal until they have shown all five classes of 
livestock: beef, dairy, goat, sheep and swine. Former 4-H members and 4-H leaders will 
judge the event.  There will be one judge for each type of livestock. A Grand Champion 
Showman & Reserve Champion Showman will be awarded to the top two senior exhibitors. 

Achievement Day Leadership Awards 

Special recognition will be given during the Round Robin competition to individuals who 
show leadership qualities during the week of 4-H Achievement Days. A committee of local 
leaders will nominate individuals for recognition. Youth who are recognized will have gone 
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above and beyond their role as a 4-H exhibitor. This includes but is not limited to serving as 
a mentor to other exhibitors and welcoming/educating public visitors to our barns and 
shows. 

Gate and Vehicle Passes 

Gate passes will be provided for enrolled 4-H members and volunteers. Vehicle passes will 
be provided to livestock exhibitors. Details about the passes and how they will be 
distributed as well as what passes will be available for other family members will be 
coming at a later date. 

Contact: Minnehaha County Cell Phone  (605) 681-3514 

Premium Awards 

Minnehaha County 4-H members who receive a ribbon placing for their Achievement Day 
exhibits also receive a premium award from the Minnehaha County 4-H Leader’s 
Association. The premium award amounts are listed on the table below. Showmanship 
exhibitors who receive first place in their age division will be award $7.00 and those who 
place second in their age division will be awarded $3.00.  

 Purple Blue Red White Grand and Reserve Champion 

Static Display $2.50 $2.00 $1.50 $1.00 $10.00 

Youth in Action $5.00 $4.00 $2.00 $1.00  

Poultry and 
Rabbit $3.50 $2.50 $1.50 $1.00 $15.00 and $10.00 

Companion 
Animal $3.50 $2.50 $1.50 $1.00 $10.00 and $5.00 

Dog $5.50 $4.50 $2.50 $1.50  

Dairy and Beef $7.50 $6.50 $4.50 $3.50 $20.00 and $15.00 

Sheep, Swine, 
and Goats $5.50 $4.50 $2.50 $1.50 $20.00 and $15.00 

Horse $2.00 $1.50 $0.75 $0.50  
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State Fair Exhibit Registration 

State Fair registration begins on June 18th and ends on August 1st. Entry limits and more 
information can be found on the SD Extension website https://extension.sdstate.edu/state-
fair.  

As a reminder, in order to participate at State 4-H events you must qualify by participating 
in a county 4-H event. State Fair entry and qualification rules can be found in the State Fair 
Book online at https://extension.sdstate.edu/sites/default/files/2026-04/MC-04178-
v06.pdf.  

Minnehaha County 4-H members who wish to have their static exhibits judged at the State 
Fair will need to drop off their exhibits and display forms at the Minnehaha County 4-H 
office on either Friday, August 28th or Monday, August 31st. All exhibits must be packed to 
travel well. 4-H Staff and volunteers cannot be responsible for lost or broken exhibits. Any 
exhibits that are unusually valuable, fragile, etc. should be taken/returned by family or 
friends. Wrapping and packaging materials are the responsibility of the 4-H 
member/family.  

Static exhibits will be taken to Huron with the cooperation of county staff and the 4-H 
Leader’s Association. Upon returning from the State Fair, exhibits will be unpacked and 
available for pick-up beginning Wednesday, September 9th and must be picked up by 
5:00pm on Friday, September 11th. 
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